PUTTING GIRLS ISSUES

Boys@truggles
in the classroom have

dominated education policy

for a decade. But has it been
at the expense of girls?

Rachel Powerinvestigates =~ £
the return of feminism ’,
in education.

Piictured: Anna Treasure (left) with Year 10/11
PHOTO: ANGELA BAILEY

YS have been the focus of attention wire@moderately concernedO about girls arehd@@iéesteem issues and enhance outcome
comes to literacy and gender issues inwith body image difficulties, eating disordeemnselfj their female students.
recent times. Meanwhile, girls have been @siteatty concerns or who were self-harming. Miller says parents and teachers are increa:
implodingO, educator Danielle Miller warns. High numbers reported the issues as prevaeathat the Osexed-up lifestyleO being ma
OBoys tend to explode, and so they drainlttgioown school communities and at all teveédrfen is having a devastating impact N o
attention to themselves,O she says. OGirlsschplolitey, even preschool. young people, but girls in particular.
The statistics on eating disorders, binge drinkifitier is deeply concerned about the sexuaia wants to give girls the tools to critically
and self harm are starting to filter through tiow@nchildren in the media and its impacterathate the messages that bombard them ev
| think this has put girls back on the radar bigetilae@alth. day and develop ways of responding intellige
Miller, CEO of Enlighten Education and a féiongoung women, the ultimate glass ceiling bagctively. Enlighten Education delivers
secondary teacher, is one of a number of Wweowne the bedroom mirror, she says.  workshops for girls on everything from time
in education attempting to address some of tiehind the facade of success N academirallyement and coping with stress, to safe
issues. socially and on the sporting field N our girlpartying and maintaining positive friendships.
AEU womenOs officer Barb Jennings agiree®tiideé. Girls exist in a subtle, insidious woAthong those contacting Enlighten Educatio
the recent focus on boysO failure to thrive treéased by marketing hype, peer pressure halp are schools confronting a rise in inapprop
classroom has led to a paucity of resourcesarfogalistic self-expectation, and it is poisoriedpdvéonr among their female students, with s
programs and strategies directed at girls. at a most vulnerable age.O reporting that Mondays are spent Ocleaning u
The exception is the issue of girls and bod@ince 2003, the national Enlighten EducatiomageO of what happened on the weekend.
image, which has gained increasing attentiprogkam has gone from having Othree or fouWelfare officer Fiona Isles was one such cli
2008 AEU survey of female members fourdients to literally hundredsO N mainly secameking a strategy for dealing with bitchy beha
90% indicating they were either Overy consehailooking for a way to address body ansayey female students in her region.
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back on the radar

OThere were concerns from teaching staffAnna says todayOs celebrity-obsessed dthame it for feminism?
about the types of behaviour they were segiranounced at Point Cook, in an isolated céutbooMonica Dux isnOt worried that your averag
particularly exclusion [of peers],O says Fidda/bourneOs west. teenage girl is still wary of describing herself as &
former wellbeing officer for the Portland Edudatt@s a new school in a new area N thefe@ist.
Network. OItOs mainly in the playground, miutbing else here N so the playground becontésvato give young women a new way of using 1
course that filters back in to the classroomkind of theatre, with everyone on show.O term was the central motive for her latgst book,
Enlighten Education offered what she wantthile students study health and sexualitGeanBeminist Deaialithored with Zora Simic.
a program that would help the students degelmetimes look at texts from a feminist persp@ttiomOt think a 17-year-old girl needs to be
conflict resolution skills, as well as celebratesvpaat if English lessons N there is no dedidtitgcherself a feminist,O says Dux. OIf you edu
means to be a girl. Over the past three yeagenii@d studies program at the school. 14D17 year old girls that OThis is feminismO, itO:
Grade 6 girls from the townOs three main prilna@act, South Australia is now the only stasalthata horse to water. Many of the challenges
schools and the shireOs smaller rural schonfetmWomenOs Studies among its Year 1thetestiveharpen their sense of gender injustice st
come together to take part. subjects. lie ahead.O
She believes that feminism has in many ways
been the victim of its own success. OlItOs easy to

AFOr young women, the ultimate glaSS Ceilinge how the marrying of the sexual revolution an
has become the bedroom mirror increasing body obsession has_dlluted empower

ment messages and created this fallout of Oraunc
cultured.0
OThere was a lot to organise and some scAaals drew on various resources to create Bet if young women are given a sense of their
were less receptlve than others about the whageam but Opre- empted all of this (by sal@ggty, they will be more likely to recognise the
OgirlsO thing0,0 Fiona says. OBut to see busvginisch | love men,O she says. Ol havevadee of feminism later in life, she says.
so receptive and willing to listen and sharelifwtiers, and male colleagues and a partner @hdeminist consciousness is often there; itOs |
thoughts was so brilliant.O are all great.O having an opportunity to articulate it. If you donOt
Its success has reinforced her belief in the Sleedised psychologist Martin Seligman®axbréet awareness, when you come to certain
for programs that nurture girls and create tiorady conditions for happiness N feeling thatents in your life where you think something®
between them, without the pressure to Oshmu o&®Obe yourselfO; fulfilling work; andwrstrgray unequal youOre not going to identify wit
for the boys, she says. relatlonshlp with a significant other N as a $antiigm.O
Fiona has since devised a program callguo®®Ptieok at why each of these prerequisité¢hensurveying young women, Dux and Simic
GirlsO for her Grade 3/4 students at Baimbraigpromised for women of previous genefatiodsthat most were alienated from feminism by
College in Hamilton, based on resources gatl&iredlso used material from the Miss G disti@ded stereotypes created by its detractors,
while working for the Education Departmerst.Canadian gender studies organisation, tesaokess former PM John Howard. That makes it a
OWe ask them to develop their own imagautifple-choice quiz and a timeline exercis¢héMbrerimportant that feminist history now be

what a Power Girl would be,O she says. O®iels fzad to work out which events happened a long > continued

be passive and worried about hurting som¢iome&go and what ,,,,,,,,‘,,‘,.,,.,,,,,,,,,,,‘,,_

feelings. So we teach them how to be asserte recently, they fllpped o %

without being aggressive, how to stand up fomna says. OThey couIant ECIUIty in the classroom

themselves and have a voice.O that homosexuality was still & Although there are policies in place which Iegislat or equali
considered a disease until th of opportunity and outcomes for girls in educationacademic

The OFO word 1990s, or that pay disparity X

Other educators are taking it one step furthexistad
introducing their students to the OFO word. Her final activity was to

shown a negative self-perception among tie the context of womenOs sk of why gender is still relevant when assisting studep
Year 11 girls when it came to the differencésr equal education!O decision-making.
between themselves and their male peers.
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Girl Power
Enlighten Education is also urging girls to reclaim the feminist tag w
newest workshop, OReal Girl PowerO.

Miller finds that while girls initially feel disconnected from feminisr
attitudes change once they realise there is diversity of appearance
within the womenOs movement.

OWe need to bring it to this generation in a way thatOs more pala

Danielle Miller with-studTIRGA still like fashion z_and boys; they can sti_II '_sha\(e their I_e_gs a_nd be |

‘ Enlighten Education wo She says the media never portrays feminism in a positive light, sc
= - have to demystify feminism and make it relevant.

OThe adolescent female brain is driven by emotion and impulse,(
OYou have to make them see that it matters; make them passionate
part of the national curriculum, says Dux. They get really charged up once they become informed about the hi

Olt is really important to educate young people about the massinerirmpaanthtite battles still being fought.O
feminists have had on so many aspects of our lives N culturally, sobiayagrebs: OWeOve just got to start claiming back the label, an
polltlcally 1tOs not a marginal aspect of history; itOs about the wetantnglupoakd arguing against all the mlsconceptlons about femin
and live.O feminism is one of the keys to achieXing this.O

Making HAPPEN

AEU Active is the union®Os most popular
training courseé\ic Barnard finds out why.

-

> continued

d~ S given me a voice,O is how Rae Macartqadestidoeschools (and
AEU Active course she took earlier this yedohn Box, a teacher at
Olt meant | could go back and represent my rnigydbky Secondary Colleg
with confidence and knowledge of our agreemesagsididne thing IOve no
rights at work. Because I1Ove done the course, @dest aemuch what 10m g
coming to me to ask (about issues).O but that what IOm saying d
Rae is an ES member and AEU rep at Footsguatyirigjtiorward makes mof
College. She was speaking at an AEU Active fallense aedeets things done.O
N a chance for members who took the course earlierwell as problem sharing and problem soIV|r§j§;te rs do | N g It
in the year to get together, compare notes and diseussis also a chance to celebrate what sub-b
issues that have come up since they returned tatbeioing.
schools. OEvery school does great things,O says AEUlelrnJ,h emse IVeS
AEU Active is the AEUOs most popular trainioffigeogtianDaly who, with Rowena Matcott, runs the
A two-day course run across the state, itOs notgusgram. TERHOOD took on an extra
intended for reps but for anyone who wants to kndshenaels off a list from a course run at KoorirSeaning at one AEU Active cours
about their agreement, how to put it into practic®Vsiaddwille Primary School releases its literacy Soaondimgathe members were sisters
to be a more effective and organised union memeiday a fortnight to carry out her responsibiliti®edeaicé and Kathryn Boyden.
The Othird dayO is a new addition N and hasapdkkBenior Secondary runs an advisory programReb8@ca had signed up for the
shown the difference the course has made in wmikplases.day across all year levels focused on pastsebhs a new rep at Taylors Lake
Simone Carrafa, from Northern School for Actisenand building relationships. SC. Meanwhile Kathryn was aware |
echoes RaeOs comments about her higher profilesaeanballac College staff are strongly encowitaghe retirement of a female rep a
taking the course. to use their holidays for themselves and not do themsahbol, someone needed to ster
OlOve had a lot of ES approach me with differstiool work. E Western English Language Centrgrams affer another female voice in
concerns,O she says. OBeing in the special needesgsiccazssiul breakfast program. the union. She heard about the cour
be very stressful. WeOve been talking about local @gvebatarisyes out so strongly is that programéranmdRebecca and joined in.
goodwill, sick leave, holidaysE. ThereOs been a aigivitiegetiat make a school stand out are done thichegsisters come from a strong uni
Simone called a meeting at her school when ebeperative, respectful relationships that are buifabelye®hremember marching as kic
returned from the course to pass on what sheQiéaeamredES staff, principals and the union.O  with their nurse mother at ANF rallies
OIOm not the union rep, but we felt it was importaBhéosiagseconsultation is at the heart of the agke¢imgmisaid the course had Oanswe
people with the knowledge that could support pidple ®echanism set down in the document whish many things that had been bobbin
One of the best features of the course, manygofethstaff a voice in decisions at their school ingltaling in my head for a few yearsO.
returnees agree, was the chance to meet othermoekiteres. planning. For Rebecca, the course confirme
Rae was particularly pleased to find so many ES @&mhsukation is the benchmark by which thetbeadihthat her school was on the rigl
on her course. of a school can be judged,O says Kim. OWhere iiaelstafth consultation, voting and
Ol was so excited,O she says. OWe all had stegimbers feel valued and included, and change keepireystaff informed.
about issues that were affecting us as union menitiggiges are incorporated, taking into account woloatso helps with knowing what
in our schools, and being on the course we gotaocmuofessionalism.O youOre getting for the (union fees) y
knowledge and support, strategies that we were akkiogythat happen is what AEU Active is abqaty.X
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